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Seasonal fluctuation ,of the cholesterol content of steroidogenic tissues in the gonads of non-mammalian vertebrates is an important criterium of their functional status Lofts and Bern, 1972 ; Guraya, 1976a) . Depending upon the physiological state of the ovary, the amount of its total cholesterol varies greatly throughout the reproductive cycle (Kern, 1972) . This cholesterol is apparently present in different ovarian compartments including stroma, follicular wall and oocyte. The avian egg is known to contain a considerable amount of cholesterol (Turk and Barnett, 1971 ) which seems to be deposited during folliculogenesis. In addition to the developing oocytes, interstitial and thecal cells also accumulate cholesterol (Guraya, 1976a) . Our knowledge about the seasonal fluctuation of cholesterol in different compartments of ovary in wild bird species is still very meagre (Lofts and Bern, 1972 .;  Lofts and Murton, 1973 ; Guraya, 1976a) . To fill this gap, the present study was initiated to determine the seasonal morphological, histochemical (Guraya and Chalana, 1976 ; Chalana and Guraya, 1977 (Taber, 1951 ; Marshall and Coombs, 1957 ; Woods and Domm, 1966 ; Saylor et al.,1970 ; Kern, 1972 ; Lofts and Murton, 1973 ; Guraya, 1976a, b) . Therefore, it is reasonable to conclude that the cholesterol depletion in the interstitial cells during the breeding periods of the crow, myna and house sparrow must be closely related to the increasing secretion of androgens required for heightened breeding activities (Lofts, 1975 
